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Mesa United Way

TAILORED TOPICS OF CARE / INTEREST

Sample topic shown is Foster Care. This topic was tailored to the
company and was used for their kick-off.

What happens in Mesa matters to all of us. When a child or elderly person goes hungry, when a
neighborhood falls into disrepair, when an abuse victim has no place to go, our community
turns to Mesa United Way for solutions. Mesa United Way provides planning and responses to
issues on a community level, working with more than one agency or organization to respond.

The following is an example of how this works.
Community issue

On average 800 children per year are removed from their homes in Mesa by Child Protective
Services because of abuse or significant neglect. 45% of these children are age 5 and under.
All of the children depend on local group homes and foster parents for shelter, care and
emotional support. Due to recent state budget cuts the allowance for foster children’s clothing
has been reduced to $12 dollars per month, with dollars for extra activities virtually eliminated.
It is rare for a child to enter into care with sufficient clothing and they often grow and change
sizes during their time in care.

Outcomes

Because of donations and the generosity of the City of Mesa, Mesa United Way was able to open
the doors of Helen's Hope Chest which is designed like a specialty shop that provide young
people in foster care with clothing, school supplies, and hygiene needs. Children and youth
have the fun and excitement of making their own selections from age- and size-specific rooms.
All the items at Helen’s Hope Chest are given to “customers” without charge. In addition to se-
curing donated items and because Mesa United Way has relationships with many different retail
stores, we can often purchase items well below market price. As an example, we recently paid
two dollars each for backpacks that retail for ten dollars.

Removing a child from their home is a decision made by our state’s Child Protective Services
and is based on the physical security of the child. However, the type of home that the child
goes to is largely determined by those of us who care enough to get involved. The condition of
our group homes and whether or not there are enough foster/adoptive homes is determined by
our response. Thanks to your donations many children spending time in care have services and
comfort they would not otherwise have.



